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  “Writing Wednesday” 
 Bible Reading and Prayer: 

Praise God for His ___. 
Ask for own growth: related 

to Scripture reading. 
Pray for 1-3 ministries/people. 

Pray for family. 
Pray for specific situations. 

Morning Bible Reading: Themes/Books/Activities/Focus etc.: 
 

(See other parts of this website for ideas to put here or use your own ideas.) 

 

Below is for JK-3 Below is for Grades 4-8 Below is for Grades 9-12 

 1st period Surprise or Activity - as weekly planned! 

45-60 
minutes 

2nd period Older primary “teaches” 

younger ones with 2 easy 

activity books (and/or 
activities or meaningful 

multi-media). 

FRENCH (grades 4 and up) 

60 
minutes 

3rd period • Spelling (parts C/D) 
and/or Grammar/Writing 
Worksheets 

• Math  

• Geography Projects 

ENGLISH: Writing for Gr.4/5 and up 
• Lesson and Assignment (show example of it or 

clarify points as needed) 

 LUNCH Possible audio stories on CD (e.g. history) 

90+ 
minutes 

4th period Writing Board for Gr.1-3 
• Modelled Lesson 

• Assignment 

• Spelling (parts C/D) 
and/or Grammar/Writing 
Worksheets 

• Math 

• Geography Projects 

• More FRENCH time 

 Activity Time: stretch, jog, individual hobbies, etc. 
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(time)  “Writing Wednesday” 
   

Below is for JK-3 Below is for Grades 4-8 Below is for Grades 9-12 

 1st period  
 
 
 
 

 2nd period 
 

 3rd period 

 LUNCH   

 4th period  
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Note: Like the previous charts, draw your own column lines according to the age groups you have or leave them “as is” if you want everyone 

studying the exact same skills or sub-topics.  I provided the starting lines at the top.  

For Wednesday planning, think about “what normally takes a lot of time”. What could be taught on just ONE day, giving it the time amount that 

works well, while setting aside most or all other subject areas for the day? 

Q: In one of the planning guides that “Peppermint Stick” recommends, “writing” is a subject for every other year (not each year) so what happens 

to “Wednesday” or “writing” on those “off-years”? 

A: Reading comprehension is also suggested for every other year in that same planner so Wednesday could become a day for those sorts of skills 

such as reading novels, responding to them, diving into longer works of literature, etc.. History is another “long-winded” type of subject area which 

could be scheduled for an all-day-once-a-week study. With writing on those “off-years”, you might consider very short writing (to keep practicing 

the skills already learned) such as writing short daily journal entries. 

 

Are you concerned about the length of “classes”? That they could be 30-90 minutes which is much longer that classroom attention spans of 5-20-or 

30 minutes? 

Homeschooling is not just a different setting for a classroom – it is a different atmosphere and often has multi-ages and multitasking 

involved on a regular basis. There is more going on inside (or outside) a home than just one subject – smells of cooking, conversations 

between family members, sounds of playtime of the littles – more than just a “quiet-time during writing class”. It also usually has one 

teacher who has several skill levels to explain things while juggling ordinary household tasks. So a longer period spent on a subject at a time 

can (although not always) make a lot of sense in this situation, whereas it wouldn’t likely work as well in a single-grade classroom. 

I thoroughly agree that lengthy time spent at a desk only, writing only in a workbook, or only oral discussion for an entire 90 minutes likely 

is way too long for most students. So how can an effective and fun teacher find a solution for this problem? Here are 2 suggestions: 

 

1. Find an appropriate variety of activities which match/compliment the topic or incorporate a variety of teaching methods such as a 

hands-on component for 15 minutes (e.g. match pictures to make compound words at a learning center), listen to a storyteller vividly 

use vocabulary for 20 minutes, write lists then outline, then sentences then editing, (30 minutes perhaps) and also illustrate a piece of 

writing with colour (e.g. crayons, pencil crayons, cut-and-paste collage, paint) for another 30-45 minutes. You could bounce back and 

forth between sedentary work and more action. This all adds up but the variety can be very much enjoyed by children of all ages 

because it appears like several subjects when in reality, it is only still about writing skills. 

2. Offer real rewards (instead of more busywork or homework suggestions) when finishing early within the time while siblings are needing 

that time to still do their work – time to do a favourite pastime, time for an elective or favourite subject or activity, special stickers, a 

healthy snack, time with multi-media (e.g. a good, short, happy computer game or a short DVD).  


