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Teaching Tips for the Study Chart: 

Coordinating Optional Carol or Song: Start with what YOUR children know…I like to start a lesson at a point of previous understanding. Already, my children 

know the Christmas story of the birth of Jesus and they already have heard (and likely sung) these songs or Christmas carols. So, I begin with singing together a 

song or carol which fits the lesson’s emphasis. (Psalm 100:2) It sets the scene for what we will be talking about today. 

Extra Note: Bible Visuals International is a ministry based in the USA which offers visuals (paper or downloadable) of some Christmas carols used in these 

lessons, for example, how they illustrate the verses of “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” is very well thought out. Their website is http://biblevisuals.org/ . (Full 

disclosure: We have distributed for this organization in the past and continue to appreciate their materials although our focus has been on Canadian suppliers 

more in recent years. We do not receive compensation for telling you about them however.) 

Key Thought and Key Word: If you want something visual and written, you could use a large piece of paper (like a poster) to write on so you can add more words 

at each lesson. (A Christmas tree can make a nice “easel”. ) 

Scripture Reference(s): These are the verse references for the text of Handel’s Messiah, Part One. 

Scripture Words (also on handout): This is the text for the words sung in Handel’s Messiah, Part One. 

Scripture Meaning (discussion): This column of the chart refers to the large (often colourable) font to help with discussion of the meaning of the text. 

Listening or Watching: The Bible instructs us to sing with understanding (1 Corinthians 14:15). Although this oratorio is musically so rich that the melodies and 

harmonies are not “easy” to sing for the most part, you can sing in your hearts to the Lord while you listen to other people sing. So now that you know the 

meaning of the verses used in the music for the lesson, listen to the relevant portion of Part 1 of “Messiah – An Oratorio by G.F. Handel” using an audio version 

(e.g. CD) or video. While you listen, follow along with the text on your handout. In other words, my suggestion is to listen or watch the music AFTER you have 

discussed the text’s meaning. 

Our family liked one was performed by Bob Jones University at this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVHfjx_n0vA&feature=share   entitled “Handel's 

Messiah: Bob Jones University Choirs and Symphony Orchestra” and on the channel of [the conductor] Eliezer Yanson Jr.  The reason I refer to this particular 

video is because it isn’t only “the traditional musical performance”; it includes an introduction which points to the reality of a personal relationship with the 

Messiah, honouring Him in prayer, and a welcoming Scripture of 1 Timothy 3:16 and Colossians 2:3. (That recording does, however, skip over songs # 10 and 11.)  

Optional Craft or Activity: I’ve provided some ideas for optional coordinating activities for people who would like to extend the lesson further with “something 

hands-on”. You could also skip this section or substitute with other ideas you find. 

Preface:  Handel’s ultimate purpose wasn’t to write a piece of music to gain popularity because it was so poetically fitting to beautiful and intricate melodies, 

harmonies, and rhythms. It was instead to give honour to his Messiah – Jesus Christ Whom Handel loved so much. Handel was passionate in wanting his 

audience to know Who Jesus Christ is and what Christ had done for people so that they could have hope in the present and hope in the future. The Saviour, God-

Man, the only One Who could pay for the penalty of our sin, came to this earth because He loved us. Like Handel, do you know this Messiah as your Saviour, 

your Lord, your Friend, your God?  

This is the thought I’d like you to think about throughout this study – do you know the Messiah? It is my prayer that you will know and love Him too.  
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Coordinating 

Optional Carol 

or Song 

Key Thought and 

Key Word 

Scripture 

Reference(s) 

Scripture 

Words (on 

handout) 

Scripture Meaning 

(discussion) 

Listening or 

Watching 

Optional Craft 

or Activity 

- God Rest Ye 

Merry, 

Gentlemen 
(or O Come, O Come 
Emmanuel) 

Longing for loving 

peace, a 

comforting 

relationship with 

the Saviour… 

COMFORT 

Isaiah 40:1-3 Comfort ye, comfort 
ye my people, saith 
your God. 

Speak ye 
comfortably to 
Jerusalem, and cry 
unto her, that her 

warfare is 
accomplished, that 
her iniquity is 
pardoned. 

The voice of him 
that crieth in the 
wilderness; prepare 
ye the way of the 

Lord; make straight 
in the desert a 
highway for our God. 

The Messiah will comfort 

God’s people…with peace 

instead of war and with 

pardoning (forgiveness) 

of sin. 

God is coming to live 

among His people.  

The Messiah Who is 

coming is the eternal 

God, their God. He will 

save. 

1. Sinfonia 

(Overture) 

2. Accompagn

ato (Tenor) 

Warm 

Comfort:  

 Make a 

blanket for 

a child 

 Make a hot 

chocolate 

mix 

 Sew/fill 

some hot 

packs with 

flaxseed or 

barley. 

- Hark the 

Herald 

Angels Sing 
- Something 

Beautiful 

(Gaither) 

- He Gave Me 

Beauty for 

Ashes (Isaiah 

61:3-4) 

(Maranatha! 

Music) 

Longing for 

everything to be 

made right and 

just… 

RIGHTEOUSNESS 

 

Isaiah 40:4 Ev'ry valley shall be 
exalted, and ev'ry 
mountain and hill 
made low; the 

crooked straight and 
the rough places 
plain. 

The Messiah (Christ) will 

make everything just 

right. He will restore 

order and beauty in place 

of confusion and chaos.  

Cross-reference to Psalm 

96 – the promise that 

God will judge 

righteously – perfectly (no 

mistakes).  
Cross-reference to 

Isaiah 2:4, 11:4-10, 51:3-

6, Acts 17:31, Revelation 

19:11 

3. Air (Tenor) “Mess to 

Beauty”: 

Provide a 

handful of 

fresh or dried 

flowers or 

herbs to 

arrange into a 

bouquet or on 

a motto, 

bookmark, or 

greeting card. 
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- Once in 

Royal David’s 

City 

-  

- Come, Thou 

Long 

Expected 

Jesus or 

- Angels From 

the Realms 

of Glory 

- He is LORD 

(the verses are 

less common 

than the 

chorus but 

begin with the 

phrase 

“Emptied of 

His glory, God 

became a man”) 

Longing for the 

Lord to direct 

all nations and 

for all to 

worship Him… 

TRUSTWORTHY 

to keep His 

promises. 

 

Isaiah 40:5 

and  

Haggai 2:6-

7, Malachi 

3:1 

And the glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed, 
and all flesh shall see 
it together: for the 

mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it. 
 

Thus saith the Lord, 
the Lord of hosts: Yet 
once a little while and 
I will shake the 

heavens and the 
earth, the sea and the 
dry land. 
And I will shake all 

nations; and the 
desire of all nations 
shall come. 
 

The Lord, whom ye 
seek, shall suddenly 
come to His temple, 
even the messenger of 

the Covenant, whom 
you delight in; behold, 
He shall come, saith 
the Lord of hosts. 

This verse displays the 

joyful expectation that 

the Lord would appear to 

people on earth. (This verse 

was partially fulfilled at 
Jesus’ first coming and will 
be completely fulfilled at his 

second coming with His 
complete glory shown to all 
people on earth.) 

 

The Lord’s promises are 

sure and never failing… 

He is trustworthy (“for 

the mouth of the Lord 

hath spoken it”). 

Cross-reference to 

Matthew 1 (Magi worship 

Christ), Psalm 72:10-15, 

Isaiah 60:1-6. 

 

Also, cross-reference to 

Galatians 4:4-5…”in the 

fulness of time”. 

4. Chorus 

5. Accompagnato 

(Bass) 

God’s 

Promise(s) Are 

Fulfilled at 

the Right 

Time: 

Decorate 

some paper 

binoculars 
(representing 

seeing a distance 

away like a 

prophetic 

timeline) or a 

clock with the 

verses of 
Galatians 4:4-5. 
 

 

- Who is He in 

Yonder 

Stall? 
- The Love of 

God (hymn) 

- Fairest Lord 

Jesus (hymn) 

- Refiner’s Fire 

(Brian 

Doerksen)  

Longing to be 

purified…PURE 

and HOLY 

Malachi 

3:2-3 

 

But who may abide the 
day of His coming, and 
who shall stand when 

He appeareth? For He 
is like a refiner's fire. 
 
And He shall purify 

the sons of Levi, that 
they may offer unto 
the Lord an offering 
in righteousness. 

The Messiah would purify 

and sanctify His people. 

 

The music and repetitive 

text emphasize the 

holiness of God – who shall 

stand [on his/her own 

merit] when He appears 

because He is so holy and 

powerful. 

6. Air (alto or 

soprano) 

7. Chorus 

Learn about 

the refining 

process of 

minerals or 

simply sing 

more or listen 

to music 

today. 
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- What Child 

is This? 

Longing for God 

to come and 

dwell with both 

Jewish people 

and Gentiles… 

glad tidings 

(good news)! 

 

“BEHOLD YOUR 

GOD” 

Isaiah 7: 

14 and 

Matthew 1: 

23 

 

Isaiah 

40:9. 60:1, 

2-3 

Behold, a virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and shall call 
His name Emmanuel, God with 
us.   

    
O thou that tellest good 
tidings to Zion, get thee up 

into the high mountain. O thou 
that tellest good tidings to 
Jerusalem, lift up thy voice 
with strength; lift it up, be 

not afraid; say unto the cities 
of Judah, behold your God!
   
    

Arise, shine, for thy light is 
come, and the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon thee.   
 

For behold, darkness shall 
cover the earth, and gross 
darkness the people; but the 
Lord shall arise upon thee, and 

His glory shall be seen upon 
thee. 
And the Gentiles shall come 
to thy light, and kings to the 

brightness of thy rising.     

The Messiah would 

bring light – life 

and right/truth – 

into a world dying 

in sinfulness. 

 

God is light. God 

Himself would come 

to live with people 

on earth because 

He cared about 

them.  

 

It would be 

extremely good 

news for everyone 

on earth when the 

Messiah came! 

 

8. Recitative 

(alto) 

9. Air and Chorus 

(alto) 

10. Accompagnato 

(bass) 

Make a picture 

of a sunrise 

(light) or a 

nice picture on 

clear plastic to 

put up at the 

window so that 

light can shine 

through. 

 

Make a candle 

holder(s) with 

a verse on it. 

- O Little 

Town of 

Bethlehem 

 

The light has 

come! 

 

TRUE LIGHT 

 

(This is the 

“good news”!) 

Isaiah 9:2 The people that walked in 
darkness have seen a great 

light; 
and they that dwell in the 
land of the shadow of death, 
upon them hath the light 

shined. 

The Messiah has 

come! He has been 

born! 

 

Cf: John 1:1-14, 

Matthew 6:23. 

Have you come into 

that Light? Or are 

you still walking in 

darkness (or 

substituting with 

an artificial light)? 

11. Air (bass) Turn a light on 

a nativity 

scene indoors 

or drive 

through a 

neighbourhood 

to see 

Christmas 

lights at night. 



5 

 

Downloadable from an “Encouragemints” blog, entitled “Knowing Handel’s Messiah”, www.peppermintsticklearningco.com 

- His Name is 

Wonderful 

(chorus) 

- Jesus Loves 

Me (The 

Christmas 

version* too) 

Jesus is… 

WONDERFUL! 

 
Think of examples 

of Bible stories of 

how His life on 

earth showed that 

He was the Prince 

of Peace, the 

Counsellor, etc..  
(The sermon called 

“What’s in a Name?” on 

our website could help 

you. It is under the 

section “Compilation of 

Bible-based Downloads”.) 

 

Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given, and the 
government shall be upon His 
shoulder; and His name shall 

be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the mighty God, 
the Everlasting Father, the 

Prince of Peace. 

The Messiah came 

as a baby boy Who 

would someday 

reign as King. 

 

The Messiah is 

Wonderful, 

Counsellor, the 

mighty God, the 

Everlasting Father, 

the Prince of Peace 

 

Jesus is the One 

Who showed us 

what God is like – 

His character. 

12. Chorus 

 

Try singing along 

with this song – it 

is one of the 

easier ones to 

sing! 

Using these 

names/titles 

of Christ, 

design a 

picture frame, 

Christmas 

card, plate, or 

other 

decorative 

item. 

- While 

Shepherds 

Watched 

Their Flocks 

By Night 

Jesus is…. 

SAVIOUR and 

PEACE! 

Luke 2:8-

11, 13-14 

There were shepherds abiding 
in the field, keeping watch 
over their flocks by night.
   

And lo, the angel of the Lord 
came upon them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone round about 
them, and they were sore 

afraid. 
And the angel said unto them: 
"Fear not, for behold, I bring 

you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Saviour, 

which is Christ the Lord."   
And suddenly there was with 
the angel, a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God, 

and saying:   
"Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace on earth, good will 
towards men."   

This tells the 

Christmas story of 

the angels 

announcing to the 

shepherds that 

their Saviour and 

Messiah was born. 

 

Cross-reference 

Luke 2:14 to 

Ephesians 2:13-19 

(He is our Peace; 

the Desire of all 

Nations.) 

13. Pifa (“Pastoral 

Symphony”) 

14. Recitative, 

Accompagnato 

15. Recitative 

16. Accompagnato 

(soprano) 

17. Chorus 

Make 

something 

from fabric 

with Luke 2:14 

on it such as a 

potholder, a 

tea towel, or a 

placemat. 

 

View Day of 

Discovery’s 

video “Beyond 

the Christmas 

Story”. 
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- Our God 

Reigns 

- Joy to the 

World (v. 1) 

- Angels We 

Have Heard 

On High 

REJOICE! Zechariah 

9:9-10 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter 
of Zion; shout, O daughter of 
Jerusalem! 
Behold, thy King cometh unto 

thee; He is the righteous 
Saviour, and He shall speak 
peace unto the heathen. 

Think of the 

shepherds as they 

spread the good 

news around. Think 

of the wisemen who 

rejoiced. Think of 

the children who 

later sang His 

praises (Hosanna).  

Are we excited to 

proclaim the good 

news that God 

wants to have a 

relationship with all 

people? 

18. Air (soprano) Paint on 

wooden bells 

(flat shape). 
We found large ones 

at a dollar store and 

painted them deep 

yellow, cherry red, 

and demin blue with 

non-toxic craft paints. 

Add a phrase 

from a 

favourite carol 

to the front 

of a bell in 

white paint. 

- O Come All 

Ye Faithful 

- All Hail King 

Jesus 

(chorus) 

- O Holy 

Night  

HIS POWER IS 

GREAT! 

Isaiah 

35:5-6 

Then shall the eyes of the 
blind be opened, and the ears 
of the deaf unstopped. 
Then shall the lame man leap 

as an hart, and the tongue of 
the dumb shall sing. 

The Messiah would 

show God’s power 

by healing, etc.. 

 

Miracles would be 

seen. 

 

Jesus is God. 

19. Recitative 

(alto) 

Learn about 

the words 

“omnipotent” 

and 

“omniscience”. 

Make a 

bookmark with 

a drawing of a 

miracle that 

Jesus did. 
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- Silent Night 

(**with John 

3:16) 

- Away in a 

Manger 

HIS LOVE IS 

FOR YOU! 

Isaiah 

40:11, and 

also based 

on 

Matthew 

11:28-30 

He shall feed His flock like a 
shepherd; and He shall gather 
the lambs with His arm, and 
carry them in His bosom, and 

gently lead those that are 
with young.   
     

Come unto Him, all ye that 
labour, come unto Him that 
are heavy laden, and He will 
give you rest. 

Take his yoke upon you, and 
learn of Him, for He is meek 
and lowly of heart, and ye 
shall find rest unto your souls. 

His yoke is easy, and His 
burden is light.  

The Messiah is 

gentle, loving, all-

sufficient to meet 

every need. 

 

Jesus is the sinless 

Man. 

 

 

The Messiah brings 

peace in the midst 

of difficulties, 

strength in serving, 

and rest for our 

souls. 

20.  Air (or Duet) 

(alto and 

soprano) 

21. Chorus 

Decorate a 

pillowcase 

(representing 

rest) or 

 

A piece of 

wood or 

chalkboard 

with John 

3:16-17 or 

ones of the 

verses sung. 

 

Do you know Handel’s Messiah and mine? He is Jesus Christ, Emmanuel – God with us. The Christmas story doesn’t end with a 

perfect little boy. It continues to the purpose for His coming to earth – to die for our sin, defeat death with His resurrection 

and offer salvation to everyone who trusts in Him. 
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( T h e  S c r i p t u r e  p a s s a g e  i s  f r o m  I s a i a h  4 0 :  1 - 3 . )  

 

“Comfort ye, comfort ye my people,  saith your God.”  

“Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto 

her, that her warfare is  accomplished, that her 

in iquity is pardoned.”  
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“The voice of him that crieth in the wi lderness; 

prepare ye the way of the Lord; make straight in 

the desert a highway for our God.”  
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 ( T h e  S c r i p t u r e  p a s s a g e  i s  f r o m  I s a i a h  4 0 : 4 . )  

 

“Ev'ry valley shal l  be exalted,  and ev'ry mountain 

and hi l l  made low;  the crooked straight and the 

rough places p lain .”  
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 ( T h e  S c r i p t u r e  p a s s a g e  i s  f r o m  I s a i a h  4 0 : 5 ,  H a g g a i  2 : 6 - 7 ,  a n d  M a l a c h i  3 : 1 . )  

 

“And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall 

see it together: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” 

 

Glory = the sum total of God’s character (e.g. love, truth, perfection, etc.) 
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“Thus saith the Lord, the Lord of hosts: Yet once a little while 

and I will shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry 

land.” 

 

“And I will shake all nations; and the desire of all nations shall 

come.” 

 

All nations and people desire PEACE… Jesus is that Desire of All Nations. 
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“The Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His temple, 

even the messenger of the Covenant, whom you delight in; 

behold, He shall come, saith the Lord of hosts.” 

 

God’s Reassuring Promise: The Lord would come.  
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( T h e  S c r i p t u r e  p a s s a g e  i s  f r o m  M a l a c h i  3 : 2 - 3 . )  

 

“But who may abide the day of His coming, and who 

shall  stand when He appeareth? For He is l ike a 

refiner's fire.  
 

And He shal l  purify the sons of Levi ,  that they may 

offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.”  
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( T h e  S c r i p t u r e  p a s s a g e  i s  f r o m  I s a i a h  7 :  1 4 ,  4 0 : 9 .  6 0 : 1 ,  2 - 3 ;  M a t t h e w  1 :  2 3 . )  

“Behold,  a virgin shall  conceive and bear a son,  and 

shall  cal l  His name Emmanuel,  God with us.”  

      

“O thou that tel lest good tidings to Zion,  get thee 

up into the high mountain.  O thou that tellest good 

tidings to Jerusalem, l ift up thy voice with 

strength;  l ift it up,  be not afraid; say unto the 

cities of Judah, behold your God!”    
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“Arise,  shine, for thy l ight is come, and the glory of 

the Lord is risen upon thee.    

 

For behold,  darkness shal l  cover the earth, and 

gross darkness the people; but the Lord shal l  ar ise 

upon thee,  and His glory shall  be seen upon thee.  

And the Genti les shall  come to thy l ight,  and kings 

to the brightness of thy ris ing.”  
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( T h e  S c r i p t u r e  p a s s a g e  i s  f r o m  I s a i a h  9 : 2 . )  

 

The people that walked in darkness have seen a 

;  

and they that dwel l in  the land of the shadow of 

death, upon them hath the  
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( T h e  S c r i p t u r e  p a s s a g e  i s  f r o m  I s a i a h  9 : 6 . )  

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 

and the government shall be upon His shoulder; 

and His name shall be called 
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*Once a little Baby lay –  

Pillowed on the fragrant hay, 

It was Jesus Whom we love – 

Sent to Earth    from Heav’n    above! 

 

Ring bells of Christmas (3x) 

For the Christ the Lord is born! 
 

                                                             

(Words by Anonymous; Sung to the traditional tune of “Jesus Loves Me”. Best efforts were made to locate the name of who wrote these words of a song from my 

childhood days. If anyone can provide me information about who the author is, I would be happy to update this page. Young children like to find bell decorations to ring 

during the chorus. � They might like to trace the “greyed” words.)  
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( T h e  S c r i p t u r e  p a s s a g e  i s  f r o m  L u k e  2 : 8 - 1 1 ,  1 3 - 1 4 . )  

“There were shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 

their flocks by night.   

And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone round about them, and they were sore afraid. 

 

 

 

And the angel said unto them: "Fear not, for behold, I 

bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 

all people. 
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(Draw the scene or put stickers in the space on this page.) 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

, which is Christ the Lord." 

   

And suddenly there was with the angel, a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God, and saying: 

  in the highest, 

and  on earth, good will towards men. 
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( T h e  S c r i p t u r e  p a s s a g e  i s  f r o m  Z e c h a r i a h  9 : 9 - 1 0 . )  

 

 

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O 

daughter of Jerusalem! 

 

Behold, thy King cometh unto thee; He is the righteous 

Saviour, and He shall speak peace unto the heathen.”  
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( T h e  S c r i p t u r e  p a s s a g e  i s  f r o m  I s a i a h  3 5 : 5 - 6 . )  

 

“Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, and the 

ears of the deaf unstopped. 

Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the 

tongue of the dumb shall sing.” 
 

 

 

 

The Messiah would do wonderful miracles! 

  



24 

 

Downloadable from an “Encouragemints” blog, entitled “Knowing Handel’s Messiah”, www.peppermintsticklearningco.com 

( T h e  S c r i p t u r e  p a s s a g e  i s  f r o m  L u k e  2 : 8 - 1 1 ,  1 3 - 1 4 . )  

 

He shall feed His flock like a shepherd; and He shall 

gather the lambs with His arm, and carry them in His 

bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.   

  

The Messiah would be gentle, loving, all-sufficient to meet every need. 
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all ye that labour, come unto Him that are heavy laden, 

and He will give you . 

Take his yoke upon you, and learn of Him, for He is 

meek and lowly of heart, and ye shall find rest unto 

your souls. His yoke is easy, and His burden is light.  

 

The Messiah brings peace in the midst of difficulties, strength in serving, and  

rest for our souls. 
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** I don’t know who originally put the words of John 3:16 to the tune of Silent Night but this picture is a pattern of a song visual our family used to sing it, unfolding the sections as we did. 

 

 

 

 

Do you know Handel’s Messiah and mine? He is Jesus Christ, Emmanuel – God with us. 

The Christmas story doesn’t end with a perfect little boy.  

It continues to the purpose for His coming to earth – to die for our sin, defeat death with  

His resurrection and offer salvation to everyone who trusts in Him. 

 


