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Printing Instructions: 

 

This 8 ½ x 11” teaching resource has a number of sections that are best printed as follows.  

 

1. Cover: Print the “Cover” file on white cardstock. The photo on it has full-colour. 

2. The book should be printed on 8 ½ x 11” paper, single-sided. This is because a 
significant portion of this section is to be cut and inserted into the envelopes on the 
board. (Please read the introductory teacher’s notes for further instructions.) THERE 
ARE SOME COLOUR PAGES THROUGHOUT THIS RESOURCE (however, none of 
them have a huge amount of colour to them). This is mainly because I colour-coded 
headings and assignments according to their place on the writing board to help find 
things easier (coral for left side, green for middle board, and blue for right side). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing Examples and Notes: All examples and notes unless otherwise noted are by the author. 
Any example(s) by our children (Weigela and Petunia) or other family members are used with their permission.  
 
Cover Photograph: Taken by author. 
 
Fonts: Fonts used are from Microsoft Word 2003, Handlee, and School Fonts II (Teacher Created Resources) 

 

Copyright ú 2018 by Peppermint Stick Learning Company Inc. All Rights Reserved. Permission is 

hereby granted to the individual purchaser to print/reproduce the pages for noncommercial individual 
family use or single classroom use only. Permission is not granted for more than one household, 
schoolwide, or systemwide reproduction of materials. No part of this book may be copied (except as 
noted above), stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means (mechanically, 
electronically, recording, etc.) without the prior written consent of the author.  
 
End-User Agreement: Most publishers of electronic-based curriculum have an end-user policy and we do 
too. The electronic version of this title includes an end-user policy. By purchasing and using this 
curriculum, you are agreeing to refrain from reselling it or giving it away. As examples, you may NOT 
resell it at a used curriculum fair and you cannot pass it along to another family. 
 
Thank you for respecting the copyright of this product and thank you for not encouraging 
stealing/unrightful ownership. 
 

 
 

 

Published as a printable e-book (pdf) in Canada.             ISBN 978-1-926870-47-2 
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Unit 3: Expanding Your Writing – the heading is to be placed above the 6 envelopes labelled 
“Sentence Fragments (Is it a complete sentence?”, “Repetition (The Art of Repeating Yourself)”, 
“More Details (more information please)”, “Adjectives and Adverbs  Onomatopoeia (sound 
words”, “Transition Words”, “Figures of Speech”.  
 

Sentence Fragments: Often when we speak in dialogue, we don’t always use complete 
sentences. Examples: Who wants to go to the store? Me! What should we buy? Stuff for my 
birthday party. Where is your big sister? In the kitchen. You want these? No, just my jacket. 
 

Listen to a dialogue in your household and 
write it down. How many sentence fragments 
(incomplete sentences) did you discover in 
that conversation? Now, re-write the same 
conversation using only complete sentences! 
Read it to your family too. 
 

Find a comic strip. Copy the dialogue of the 
strip. Re-write the conversation by fixing the 
sentence fragments. (Fragments are fine in 
every day informal language but in formal 
writing situations, they are not fine.) 
 

 
 
 
Repetition: You might have a strength in writing very concisely (which can be a great skill for 
technical writing) but expanding your writing might be more difficult for you. You might be asked 
to write a page to describe an historical person but can only make enough sentences to fill half 
a page. Soooo, what could you do? Repetition can really help a person to expand a piece of 
writing but it MUST be done by using more than just the same vocabulary. 
 
The “Art of Repetition” is being able to say the same idea a few different ways (using different 
vocabulary but the same thought). Here are two examples: 
 
Sentence: The yogurt had expired.     
Expand this thought by adding more sentences to it…how else could you say the SAME thing? 
It was still sitting on the shelf after the best before date had passed. 
It definitely was fermented and smelling of intense sourness! 

So, now you have three sentences instead of just one!  
 

Sentence: The mosquitoes quietly flew away into the darkness. 
Expand this thought by adding more sentences to it….how else could you say the SAME thing? 
They turned off their motors and went into stealth mode. 
Humming gradually hushed until there was silence. 

Now you have three sentences for your story instead of just one!  
 

NOTE: This technique would NOT be as useful in technical writing situations or in formal thesis 
essays but it CAN be great to use in speeches and stories or other descriptive writing pieces. 

 
Try it! Write a plain sentence about anything. Then expand it by adding 2 more sentences to say 
essentially the same thing. Make sure you use different vocabulary words. 
 
Try it in a longer piece of writing that sounded too short and plain. First, write a short story 
quickly. THEN, re-write almost all of your sentences BUT leave     a      space      under     each     
sentence     so     that    you    have    room     to      add     a    couple      more       sentences      
to       each        sentence!!!   You might not end up using all of your added sentences but 
likely you will want to keep a few of them in your final version. 
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More Details:   Another way to expand your writing is simply by adding more details to your 
report or story. Think “how”, “where”, “when”, “for how long” types of questions. Copy these 
question words onto a cue card to tuck inside this pocket as a reminder for how to think of more 
information to add to a piece of writing. 
 
Adjectives and Adverbs, Onomatopoeia: See the “Writing a Story” section for 
onomatopoeia’s paper to tuck into this envelope. You might want to write a short children’s book 
using sound words to reinforce the idea that you could expand a piece of writing by using 
onomatopoeia.  
Where to use Onomatopoeia: Sound words are not often used in essays or reports. Stories for 
any age can include them. Example: “Bang! Splutter! Splash! Down fell Aunt Matilda’s crockpot 
of succulent sauerkraut!” (Onomatopoeia can also be used alongside other figures of speech 
such as personification and alliteration.) 
 

Make lists of creative words to use in your writing as you find them!  

Store these in your notebook or duotang so you can easily find them when writing! 

 

Licky-Sticky Adverbs – words that describe a verb well 

 
List words that are creative adverbs, for example, incredibly. Hint: Try 

looking in a dictionary or thesaurus for longer –ly words. 

 

 

    

    

    

 

Flavourful Adjectives – words that describe a noun well. 
 

List words that are specific adjectives, for example, diminutive instead of 
small, mauve instead of purple, scrumptious instead of tasty. 

 

 

    

    

    

    

 
 

Transition Words: Keep a long list of transition words in your notebook or on a poster. These 
kinds of words are very useful to include in essays and stories! You can find lists of these in 
common reference books or online.  
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More Similes (Grades 5+) 

 

 as wet as a poodle in a rainstorm 

 as dry as laundry with static electricity 

 as tiny as a ladybug’s shoelace 

 
Fill in the blanks with your ideas! 
 

 as wet as ______________________________________ 

 as dry as ______________________________________ 

 as tiny as ______________________________________ 

 as large as ______________________________________ 

 as fragrant as ____________________________________ 

 cold like ______________________________________ 

 hot like a ______________________________________ 

 as snug as a _____________________________________ 

 as gentle as ______________________________________ 

 as wild as ______________________________________ 

 as fast as ______________________________________ 

 as skinny as ______________________________________ 

 as wide as ______________________________________ Sa
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How to Outline for  
Reports and Essays 

 

1. Writing EVERY OTHER LINE, jot down a LIST of main points of 

everything you know (or read about from your research) about your topic 
on a piece of paper.  
To avoid plagiarism, it is best if you put the information in YOUR OWN WORDS at this step 
in writing. Beside each point, add a rough note about where you found the info (e.g. which 
website/when, which encyclopedia, which info book). You can write this in a different colour 
of ink or in the blank line under each point to keep things straight.  
 

2. Look at your list and choose the BEST points. (Stroke out the ones 

you won’t be using this time.) 
 

3. Organize the points into groups of similar ideas. Try to find 3 groups.  
 

To organize the points, I like to print a capital letter and circle it beside each point. The capital 
letter stands as a symbol for a group of ideas, for example, a mineral report …..   C= 
Characteristics (appearance), H= historical background details, R= richness of the resource. 
Another example, a particular theme in a literary essay is demonstrated in the character’s 
C=childhood, A=adventures in young adult life,  P= as a parent themselves (that’s 3 time 
periods.  
 
Optional Assignment: Read the essay about Santa Claus (next page). It isn’t “perfect” writing 
but you should be able to pick out the 3 general reasons “why” it isn’t true that Santa writes back 
to everyone.  
 
 

4. Choose which of your 3 groups you will write arrange first, second, and 
third. Sometimes, it is simply a chronological arrangement while other 
times, you have flexibility to arrange your 3 groups in any order that 
sounds nice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Also see, “Ways to Begin a Piece of Writing” and “How to Choose a Great Title” 
(in the “Writing a Story” section)  Sa
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Unit 9: Speeches – under this heading, I have 3 envelopes – “General Tips and Welcome 
Speech”, “Dialogue and Monologue”, and “Retelling of a Bible Story”. 
 
Each year from grades 4-8, everyone in our class had to present a speech. The better speakers 
moved on to present their speeches to the whole school and from there, to compete with the 
finalists in our geographical area. Speech-writing time was often in February and we were given 
full control over what topics to speak on. Giving a formal speech is an activity which has been 
around for generations and it is interesting looking back at the formats and topics of such. 
 
Sometimes, a topic might answer a noble question such as “Why I Am Proud to Be A 
Canadian!” or “How My School Can Improve”. (My mom wrote a speech about this when she 
was a student – one of her suggestions was that the school consider electricity so that there 
could be Christmas lights at their program. Another suggestion was to figure out a way to get rid 
of mice in the teacher’s belongings. ) 
 
Sometimes, the topic might just describe something, either in a formal way or a creative way. I 
did a speech on the history of Valentine’s Day (formal), a speech describing the season of 
spring by writing a rhyming poem for it (that was very easy to memorize!), and another speech 
describing my dad’s workplace where there were stray cats that the workers fed. (That last one 
attracted the local newspaper cartoonist to draw what I tried to say in a funny sketch!) 
 
Sometimes, we had oral presentations to do in high school or university. We were allowed cue 
cards and on a few occasions, I decided that I wanted to use “irregular cue cards” instead (in 
order to be not so bored with preparing a speech and to also get a better mark – and yes, that 
worked).  Adding a visual to a speech is sometimes an excellent idea. So I sketched out a big 
portrait of the famous person I was to talk about (on a large piece of cardboard with marker). I 
then cut this portrait into cue card-size odd shapes like a puzzle. Reassembling and flipping 
them upside-down so I could see the back side of the paper, I numbered the pieces in the order 
I wanted (center to outside or top to bottom) and proceeded to write my point-form notes on 
those pieces. On the day of my presentation, I’d carefully tear off and roll bits of tape to stick on 
the ledge of the blackboard, in preparation for my speech. Then, making sure my “cards” were 
in order, I could give my speech and as I finished each card, I’d stick it on the blackboard, 
reassembling my puzzle as I spoke. When my speech was finished, so was the portrait on the 
blackboard! Having a visual (like this or other kinds of visuals) helped me in 2 other ways – it 
gave something else for my peers to stare at rather than me (that was a relief) and it gave my 
fingers something to fiddle with!  
 
Props, putting on a costume, or even using puppets can be useful, depending on the tone of the 
speech and if you think your audience is accepting of it. I had to take psychology in university 
and our major term paper involved an experiment that would give results for statistical analysis. 
We had to do the experiment over the Christmas holidays and thankfully, we could analyze a 
group of people behaviour or animal behavior. I chose to watch bird behaviour at our winter 
feeders since my holidays were spent at my home in the country, far from traffic lights and 
crowds. We had to present our findings of such statistics orally to our professor in our tutorial 
group. I decided I needed to pep things up a bit so… I hid a small bird puppet under the table 
that had my official notes on it. I began the “normal formal” way but, partway through my 
speech, well, my little birdie friend popped out to converse with me and “we” finished the speech 
together! Oh what fun!  
 
Of course, you need to know some “normal” tips for how to write and present a speech. See the 
next page for these. Not all speeches can be as creative as I just described but, SOME can!   
Try being creative with at least some of your oral presentations in the future! 
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In Part B: SHORTER ANSWERS: I asked them to give me very short answers such as 
a one-sentence statement that gave their opinion and 3 reasons why they believed their 
opinion was the right one –Their answers could be 2-3 sentences long (no outline). 
(These part B activities resembled forming a part of an introductory or concluding 
paragraph in an essay.) 
 
Examples: (These examples would be presented as 3-5 per page.)  
Your opinion please on…  

 using cloth diapers on babies 

 recycling paper (or plastic or aluminum cans) 

 gas-powered vehicles 

 having T.V. 

 3 creative uses for a _______ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I asked them to finish single sentences with an opinion. 

 Buy these______ because……. 

 A field trip we should go on this year as a homeschool group is… because…. 

 The best kind of cereal (or muffins or some other food) for breakfast is…. 

 Children should always…. 

 Adults should always… 

 The name for our new baby ____ should be…. 

 Picnics should have…. 

 Garbage is ….. 

 Eat stew with a …. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I asked them to persuade me in writing to ______ and give 3 reasons for proof 
that their opinion is a good one.  

 check their room for cleanliness 
 buy a rock in Muskoka (This is a bit of local humor – rocks are very plentiful here. You could 

change it to buying a snowball though.) 

 let them stay up until midnight 
 eat something yummy you just made in the kitchen 

 to buy his new invention of a snowblower 
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