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The Intro  
Design:   
• Psalm 19: God’s handiwork/artistry is seen in nature. 

• We are designed in His image. 
A question to think about – 

with our Purpose and Attitudes 

for Art Education… 

do we reflect the character of God? 

Purpose of Art:  
• Psalm 78 – people are to tell the next generation about God’s works so they also 

can praise Him; ART is one way we can do this. 

• We should reflect His character in our choices. 

o Who do we honour? 
o What do we tell? 
o And how do we tell that? 

 

Time for Art 
How often would you like to have art lessons/projects? 
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Preschool Art -  
Colours Folding Textures Threading Scissors Skills 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

Multi-grade Teaching -  
• Posting “schedule” (table of contents) 
• Once-a-week (end, beginning, middle) 

• Special times (e.g. snowstorms, week) 

• “Batch Schooling” (e.g. summer) 

• Subjects to pair art lessons with in a schedule-  

 
RESOURCES MENTIONED: 

FREE Planning Guides: https://www.peppermintsticklearningco.com/free-homeschool-planning-

guides/  and https://www.peppermintsticklearningco.com/choosing-curriculum/  

Beginner Printing with Fine Motor Skills (available on our website as e-book) 

Little Kids Can…Cut (Teacher’s Friend Publications, previously sold by us, discontinued or clearance) 

Multi-grade Art Projects (available on our website as e-book) 

Art for Grades 1 to 8 with Pencil Points (available on our website as paper bound book) 

 

 

Space for Art 
Where would you like to do art? 

• Kitchen table 

• Folding table/lawn chair 
• On Own: clipboard, desk 

• Seasonal: Greenhouse (warm in winter) or _______ (spring-fall) 

• Outdoors: plastic or picnic table 
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How? 
• Organize lesson according to materials (media) used (only bringing out one general 

type of supplies). 

• Skills can differ depending on level of student (rather than keeping everyone at 

same level, potentially boring older students or discouraging younger ones). 

• Meaningful to individual (leave room for freedom of expression; avoid meaningless 

copywork) 

• Prepare ahead for a quick clean-up e.g. damp paper towels in plastic container 

• Drying and display tips –  

 
 

Simply Organizing Supplies 
 

Ideas: 

• Portable – diaper bag (chunky, small, flat items, open pockets too) 

• Hanging cosmetic bag 

• Portable – scissors/glue/hole punches container 
• Shallow boxes – useful for – paints, crayons, scrap papers 

• Repurpose sturdy sippy cups (water dishes for painting) 

• Slots or thin shelving for full sheets of construction paper 
• Extra note not mentioned in video: One of the handiest paper sizes for white paper that I have found over 

the years is a package of blank 11x17”. It’s a good size for painting and some other art projects but also can 

be used to fold for writing/illustrating books, doing posters in science/history, etc.. It’s not too big for 
storage (if folded in half) or for handling easily on a table shared with others. Yet it isn’t too small either.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESOURCES MENTIONED: 

BLOGS and FREE Printable on our website: https://www.peppermintsticklearningco.com/the-

ultimate-homeschool-moms-school-supply-list/ (9-page printable), 

https://www.peppermintsticklearningco.com/ideas-for-storage-part-1/ (photos) 
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Safety Check: 

  
• Non-toxic is very important! Work in well-ventilated areas. Check that all 

ingredients of your art supplies such as markers (e.g. xylene in inks; scented perfumes added 

in some), glues (e.g. ether-type off-gassing or scented off-gassing), paints (e.g. darker colours can 

have more VOCs off-gassing; some kinds of fabric paints might not be intended for children’s use), and 

other chemicals in art.  
 

• HOW? You can often find MSDS (material safety sheets) online to say what chemicals are in the 

products you want to use and any related health concerns – simply type in the product name including 

brand and the letters “MSDS” in keyword searches. Occasionally, you might find blogs about issues with 
some products in school settings. Health concerns for common products include both immediate 
symptoms (e.g. fatigue, weakness, headaches, dizziness) and eventual wearing down of a child’s health 
years after toxic exposures. There ARE relatively safe markers, paints, and glues to use with children but 
you can’t always trust the marketing. Check that the products around your child are considered safe and 

healthy enough. As one example, our family personally keeps our printer (i.e. ink) far away from our main 
living area to avoid exposures to the off-gassing as it dries; we also rarely print anything in colour ink 
from the computer.  

Here are some example websites related to safety issues with school supplies: 
• https://www.ewg.org/childrenshealth/22196/school-supplies-laced-toxic-chemicals-make-sure-your-school-avoids-these , 

• https://www.acmiart.org/index.php/art-material-safety/safety-tips-what-you-need-to-know ,  

• https://www.lesstoxicguide.ca/index.asp?fetch=hazards ,  

• https://www.environmentalhealth.ca/w9495pens.html,  

• https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/reports-publications/industry-

professionals/art-class-teachers.html  

 

• Non-sharp supplies (expect where obviously intended to be used) are important too. 
 

 

Teaching Art Skills 
Why teaching art skills is important: 

• It Teaches Practical Skills (useful in other school subjects and life in general) 

• It Encourages “Show and Tell” Skills (presentation and teaching skills) 

• It Provides Conversational Opportunities (practice manners, analysis, etc.) 

• It Can Express Praise, “Thanks”, or “I Love You”  

• It Can Simply Be Making Something Nice to Look At 
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General Art Education Tips:  

• Encourage what is “good taste” in art. 

• Be content if it is “good enough” for child’s level of interest/attention/efforts – 
don’t expect perfection or squelch a different outcome (e.g. a drawing with blue 

hair for baby sister – the child might simply be showing that he likes drawing a 

favourite someone with his favourite colour) 

• Even when teaching skills, often allow some freedom to make choices … more 

open-ended lessons, especially if multi-grades. 

• Majority of assignment should be done at student-level - the finished work to be 

from a student perspective of it (not the adult perspective).  
 
Acknowledgements for this section: My mother’s teacher college notes (Ontario – Stratford or Toronto, 1950’s), unknown name of 
professor/author for the quoted material on the video – Anonymous. 

 

Art History –  

 Amount of art history studied depends on family’s interest 

 Consider an encyclopedia set, other curriculum suppliers (e.g. Canadian artists  

studies), Freeschool channel videos – very short summaries on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qv8TANh8djI&list=PLXB5R79dmFB6HpWbgpF8-

3aXPqVb_rbj5  
 

 

Drawing Skills -   
 “Pencil Points” (David W. Emke; within Art for Grades 1 to 8 curriculum) 

 

 Draw nature – example: Nature Friend magazine has contests and lessons -  

https://www.naturefriendmagazine.com/  

 

 Meaningfulness – Think – Why draw this item? Is it relevant or of 

interest to the student? What is the point of the assignment? 
 

 

A List of Some Other Art Skills –  
- use a variety of media such as crayons, paint (e.g. finger-paint, tempera, watercolour), chalk, 

charcoal, pen and ink, glue, scissors, wood, recycled items, natural items, wax, string, various 

kinds of papers 

- sketching, stamping, enlarging, collages, mosaics, 2-D and 3-D paper construction, molding 

containers, understanding how to show shadows, perspective and proportion, mixing things, 

artistic printing, photography, floral design, handicrafts (e.g. crocheting, sewing, embroidery, 

woodburning, framing, rug braiding, basketry), presentation skills for appealing projects, etc. 
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Teaching Creativity   (with Biblical Principles) 

What is “Good Art”? 

 
• We have freedom to make choices.  

• God does offer direction in the Bible (Biblical principles).  

 Art is not neutral. (The Bible teaches discernment 

and limits to creative expression.) 

 Creativity should be encouraged so that children 

will understand that they CAN use artistic skills 

for God’s glory. 
 

 

• As a Christian, my goal in ART is to reflect 

God’s character. 

 

 

 

 

Five Points to Consider for “What is Good Art”: 

 

1.  Imagination:  
Remember that it isn’t always good. (e.g. Genesis 6:5; see also 

https://www.crossway.org/articles/10-things-you-should-know-about-the-

imagination/ This balanced article lists points about both good and bad aspects to 

imagination.) 
 

 
 

Tip:  Search for the Definition or Background 

Look up the art idea in an encyclopedia and/or dictionary (paper or online) to help 

you figure out if an idea is one that God might appreciate or enjoy watching His 

children do.  
Sometimes you might also find a blog or more on the topic to help you. Example blog about some 

popular colouring books in Christianity: https://www.lighthousetrailsresearch.com/blog/?p=28760 
 

See also: Exodus 31:1-11, 35:20-36:7, 

25:1-9, Proverbs 22:29, Jeremiah 18:1-4, 

2 Chronicles 2:12-14, 1 Kings 7:13-45, 

Acts 16:14, Colossians 3:17, Psalm 

145:4-7, 107:1-2). 
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2. Pride:  
There is a difference between healthy self-esteem and happiness versus 

boasting rudely or manipulating to get more honour. (see also Proverbs 27:2, 1 

Peter 5:5b-6) 

 

 

 

 

3. Idolatry:  
1 Cor. 10:31, 1 Kings 11, Isaiah 41:29, Psalm 119:37 

 

Is it actually worthwhile (i.e. worth our time in education) to make objects in 

art (or history, geography) class which are generally thought of by other religions 

to have a spiritual significance attributed to them? God describes these objects 

AND the act of making them “worthless”! We can find much better assignments to 

teach any necessary topics or skills. 

 
(See also Exodus 32:4, Isaiah 42:8, 44: 9-22, Jeremiah 10:5, 9-15, Deuteronomy 5:8, 12:30-31a, 

16:21-22, 7:26, 1 Thessalonians 1:9, Ephesians 5:1-17, 2:3-5, 1 Peter 4:1-10, 2 Peter 3:18.) 

 
An idol is an object or image to which a spiritual, god-like supernatural power is attributed to it such as 

protection, reverence, method/charm of getting a prayer request answered, etc.. It can appear as an 

“ugly” object but not necessarily so. It could instead have a measure of artistic beauty and/or skill in its 
design. But if the object is of spiritual significance to the person or cultural group which originated that 

type of art/design/ symbolism, then I think it is more than just a piece of art but rather should be 

considered part of the worship of another god (which is idolatry).  

 
Also to note: Not all symbols are associated with idolatry. It’s true that some symbols either originally or 
in contemporary society have meanings which would conflict with Biblical beliefs. Still, many of them are 
simply symbols of our lives and experiences in general and are fine to use in art. It’s best to check into the 
backgrounds of a symbol(s) you are thinking of using in art to see if you uphold the message of using it. 
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4. Nudity in Art:  
Comments for this section have been summarized from this article: 

https://www.gotquestions.org/nudity-in-art.html  
 

a. The human body itself is a beautiful design of God. 
b. In the Bible, public nudity is portrayed as disgraceful. 
c. We are to make every effort to avoid whatever causes us to sin (which includes lustful 

thoughts). If visiting an art gallery causes you to fight with lustful thoughts, then simply stay 

away. (e.g. Matthew 5:28, Romans 13:14) 
d. Christians have been called to a life of modesty (e.g. 1 Timothy 2:9). If art imitates or is a 

picture of real life, why should Christian art be held to a lower standard than the Christian 

himself/herself? (Note: I personally think that this still agrees with appropriate good 

artwork for the purpose of medical studies.) 

 

5. Christian Art Standards 
 

How can one begin to teach what is good according to Biblical 

principles? 

   Philippians 4:8   and   Colossians 3:1-5 
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An extra idea: Add Bible Verses (or similar phrases) to artwork, especially on 

projects made in a ministry setting and/or which relate to a Bible Lesson. 

 
Isaiah 55:11 – God’s Word will accomplish His purpose. 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 – God’s Word was taught and written for display in homes. 
 
Examples of “how”: print with a pen or a marker, use a computer label or verse 
sticker, or tie it on a tag….  
 
Examples of “what”… 
 
God provides. 
Pray always. 
Give thanks to God. 
Jesus loves me. 
God keeps His promises. 
Obey your parents in the Lord. 
Jesus lives. 
Jesus never fails. 
God made the _____. 
Trust God 
Trust in the Lord 
Praise the LORD! 
Guard your heart. 
Guard your tongue. 
Seek the Lord 
Thank God 
Love God 
Be Kind 
Be Helpful 
Be Thankful 
Be Wise 
Be Gentle 
Be Honest 

God is with me. 
Remember your Creator 
Sing to the Lord 
God made everything 
Christ is coming soon 
Boast not 
In everything gives thanks 
God takes care of us 
Great is the LORD 
Welcome Friends 
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord 
God cares for me 
God is faithful. 
God is good. 
Rejoice in the LORD 
 
O Worship the King 
Our God is the Awesome God 
Isn’t the Love of Jesus Something 
Wonderful? 
Count Your Blessings 
 
A Bible Memory verse for the week 
Or a favourite Bible verse 
Or a couple of lines from a favourite 
song 
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Five Types of Fun and Useful Crafts 
(Ideas of things which have a design to them plus can be meaningful to your children.) 

 
Paper Crafts -  
 

Colour: with crayons, pencil crayons, markers, paints, etc. 
• enlarge colouring page, add verse, paint 
• monochromatic, multi-colour 
• “stained glass” – colour with crayons or pencil crayons, then rub 

vegetable oil on with paper towel and let it dry. 
• no-prep crayon relief (colour heavy colours, then heavy black crayon, 

then scratch out verse and picture with wood splinter). 
 

Line (depends on age group):  
  

• Is the line of the picture thick (or thin) enough? 
• Are there too many (or too few) lines on the page?  
• Size of print appropriate? 

  
Shape: Could there be a different shape for the craft (rather than always a 
rectangle)? 

• paper plate 
• cut out and glue parts on paper strips 
• bookmarks 
• folding – vertical or horizontal 
• rolled, pleated, nicked, fringed, scored, cones, woven, etc. 
• 3-D slotted 

 
Texture: Is there texture I can add to the craft by using different types of 
paper or other materials? 

• sugar sprinkled on glue (on white or on coloured picture) 
• cinnamon sprinkled on glue (after colouring picture) 
• “natural” grass, twigs, sand, pressed flowers 
• fabric scrap (representative of clothing), cotton balls (clouds, sheep, 

snow), feathers, coloured cellophane, artificial fruit and flowers 
 
Movement: Are there any moveable parts that can help retell the story? 

• paper bag puppets 
• string pulls 
• split pins (teeter-totter or spin circles) 
• fold-ups (i.e. storm and calm, empty/full net of fish) 
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Items Useful for Play or “Show and Tell” 
 

• toys 
• “tools” to retell story (pretend to be teacher) 
• books 
• musical instruments 
• dress-up items (e.g. hat) 

 

Items for Household Use 

• light (candles); light switch cover 
• tableware (dishes, napkins, rings, trivet) 
• magnets 
• book ends 
• writing paper pads 
• plant/garden items 

 

Containers to Decorate 

• frozen juice can, popsicle sticks 
• hang-up pockets for paper or special things – can be made from folded cardboard 

or felt sewn on a clothes hanger, etc. 
• jar vases (glue on coloured eggshells, split peas, or catalog prints) 
• clay pots (add buttons, fabric, paint…) 
• memory verse box (glue on dry pasta, dry, then adult safely sprays metallic paint) 
• baskets (paper, woven, wooden fruit, berry…) 
• magazine/book holder (greeting cards on old cereal box, thin glue to cover) 
• toolboxes 
• wallet (leather or paper) 
• seed packets 
• gift bags 
• binders (add a design with tape), pencils (add pompom critters), etc. 

 

Home Decor 

• calendar 
• plaster plaques (Plaster of Paris for crafts) 
• chunk of wood wall hanging (maybe with glued clothespins) 
• single small ceramic tile (add felt letters, card picture) 
• banners with dowelling 
• miniature posters (wallpaper border, stand up frame) 
• paint on rocks 
• poster with verse (paper mounted on coloured paper) 
• string art 
• fancy lettering 

 
 

A  Fun Project ...  
(See the video for instructions for the project.) 

We welcome comments and questions.  
Our contact information is on our website: 

https://www.peppermintsticklearningco.com/ 


